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UM RADIO-TELEVISION STUDENTS EXPLORE SMALL-TOWN MONTANA 
MISSOULA-
Just what is it that puts small towns on the map in Montana? Students in The 
University of Montana’s department of Radio-Television decided to find out what lies at the 
heart of rural Montana. Late last year, they traveled U.S. Highway 89, stopping in to meet the 
residents and document a day in the life of five towns. They produced a television 
documentary, “Montana Journal: Small Towns in the Big Sky,” which will debut at 7 p.m. 
Thursday, Feb. 3, on MontanaPBS.
In Bynum you’ll meet the woman who made a remarkable scientific discovery and 
learn how it has impacted the town. You’ll learn how Fairfield residents are reaching out to 
help a youngster who has touched their hearts. The residents of Clyde Park will welcome you 
with a cup of coffee and a chat before you start your day, and in Wilsall you’ll get caught up 
in an age-old dispute that has everyone tongue-tied. Finally, you’ll tour the scenic Paradise 
Valley with a tour of Emigrant. Along the way you’ll meet the characters who call these 
towns home and enjoy breathtaking scenery.
The program is hosted, researched, written, photographed and edited entirely by 
seniors in the UM Department of Radio-Television. It will repeat at 5 p.m. Saturday, Feb. 5, 
and 8:30 a.m. Sunday, Feb. 6.
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